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2022  
Americaõs Boating Club  

Mid-Atlantic Summer Council 
 

This yearôs Summer Council (29-31 July) will be at Rock 
Hall Landing Marina in beautiful Rock Hall, Maryland, 
ñThe Pearl of the Chesapeake.ò  This marina is under 
new ownership and they have upgraded the motel rooms 
and marina bathrooms and have built a new firepit and 
seating area.  
 
We have several activities planned, including a predicted 
log contest, fishing contest, and lawn and pool games, as 
well as multiple social gatherings.  
 
Our location is right next to Watermanôs Crab House Res-
taurant and is a short walk to Harbor Shack Restaurant. 
Both feature live music and a great atmosphere. Bikes 
are available at the marina, which is less than a half mile 
to the center of town where you can enjoy shops, a cof-
feehouse, an open-air market, and of course, ice cream. 
While exploring the town, be sure to visit Ferry Park, 
which is a small sandy beach for sunbathing, splashing in 
the Chesapeake Bay, or watching the sunset.  
 
Please visit the Main Street Rock Hall website 
(mainstreetrockhall.org/) to view videos that showcase 
the local businesses.  
 
While in Rock Hall, please be sure to take advantage of 
several of the charter boats available for fishing as well 
as Blue Crab Charters, which features sunset cruises on 
ñIsland Girl,ò a 43 Morgan center cockpit sailboat. About 
10 minutes south of Rock Hall is Eastern Neck National 
Wildlife Refuge, which is a 2300-acre island providing 
walking trails and bird watching opportunities.  
 
If you have ideas for activities or would like to volunteer 
to help, please feel free to contact me. I hope to see you 
in Rock Hall! 
 

John OôReilly 

https://www.mainstreetrockhall.org/
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Commanderõs Message 
 

D/C Stephanie Ward, AP 

Commander  
D/C Stephanie J. Ward, AP 
wardleap@comcast.net 
(ABClub Delaware Valley) (484) 684-4837 
120 E Wilmont Avenue 
Somers Point, NJ 08244 
Executive Officer  
D/Lt/C Charles Wells, SN-CN 
wellsatsea@aol.com 
(ABClub Kent Narrows) (301) 325-8568 
28630 Hope Circle 
Easton, MD  21601 
Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C John OôReilly, JN-CN 
John.oreilly@americasboatingchannel.com 
(ABClub Cambridge) (410) 412-4027 
21909 Lovers Lane 
Rock Hall, MD  21661-1222 
Administrative Officer  
D/Lt/C Joseph P. Gibson, AP 
joesboat.jg@gmail.com 
(ABClub Rockville)  (301) 503-3206 
19365 Cypress Ridge Terrace 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
Secretary  
D/Lt/C Penn Hess, AP 
p_hess@msn.com 
(ABClub Absecon Island) (609) 605-5909 
1763 Dewberry Lane 
Cherry Hill, NJ  08003-3317 
Treasurer  
D/1st/Lt Frank Hudson, Jr., P 
fhudson@cruisincajun.com 
(ABClub Colonial VA) (757) 870-3023 
105 N Fern Cove Court 
Yorktown, VA  23693-3728 
Asst. Educational Officer  
D/1st/Lt Michael J. Maszczenski, Jr., N 
maszmike@gmail.com 
(ABClub of Annapolis) (410) 739-7800 
103 Little Neck Road 
Stevensville, MD  21666 
Asst. Administrative Officer 
D/1st/Lt William J. Hammett, JN 
billmarth@gmail.com 
(ABClub Coastal Virginia) (757) 868-8526 
3312 Shakespeare Court 
Virginia Beach, VA  23452 
Asst. Secretary  
D/1st/Lt Apryl Bernard, P 
aprylber@msn.com 
(ABClub Absecon Island) (609) 432-7449 
1127 Riverside Drive 
Mays Landing, NJ  08330 
Flag Lieutenant 
D/F/Lt David R. Bernard, AP 
breezin31@comcast.net 
ABClub Absecon Island  (609) 412-6767 
121 Tereck Road 
Buena, NJ  08310 
Immediate P/D/C 
P/D/C Michael Payne, AP 
Payne.michael@dol.gov 
(ABClub Kent Narrows) (615) 478-6239 
136 Bay Avenue 
Stevensville, MD  21666-2922 
 
 

About 40 years ago I bought my first boat and while I grew up around 
boats, I had never handled anything of any size and thought it might be 
a good idea to take a course.  I signed up for an Adult Education course 
in our local school and the rest is history!   I was quickly hooked on 
learning everything about boats, whether it was navigation, weather, 
marine electronics or engine maintenance.  40 years later I am still a 
proud member of this wonderful organization and not only have learned 
so much but have also taught others to be safer boaters and made life-
long friendships along the way. 
 
I was honored to serve as Pennsway Power Squadronôs Commander 
many years ago, followed by 3 years as Commander of Delaware River 
and now Iôm truly thrilled to served as the Commander of what I believe 
is the best District in the country!   I never dreamed so many years ago 
that I would end up in this position and look forward to participating in all 
of the exciting activities that are planned for the upcoming year.  With 
Covid restrictions being lifted weôve finally been able to get together in 
person and enjoy the camaraderie, an important part of Americaôs Boat-
ing Club.   
 
Paul and I attended the Annual Meeting in Ponte Vedra in February that 
kicked off with a Margarita themed outside dinner reminding us again of 
the importance of fun!  It was so nice to renew old friendships and make 
new ones during our Friday night hospitality room.  I was excited to see 
ABClubïCoastal Virginia win honorable mention for their Civic Service 
activities during Saturdayôs annual meeting.  The pageantry of Saturday 
nightôs Change-Of-Watch was especially memorable as we got to see 
our own V/C Ralph Bernard, AP sworn in as National Executive Officer.  
What a thrilling night for everyone in District 5!   
 
We held our first District in-person meeting in two years with the Fall 
Educational Conference followed by the recent Spring Conference and 
Change-of-Watch.  I think everyone will agree that they were both great 
successes.  Plans are underway for the Summer Council and Rendez-
vous to be held in Rock Hall, MD and I would encourage you to come, 
be it by land or by sea.   This event will focus heavily on recreation with 
lots of family friend events and games.  If you are coming by boat, con-
sider the Predicted Log contest;  itôs fun but puts your skills to the test. 
 
These last few years have been a challenge and I am so proud of how 
well we adapted.  One upside of the pandemic was an explosion of boat 
sales and we have the opportunity to turn all of these new boat owners 
into safer boaters and hopefully new members!   
 
My predecessors challenged us to innovate and think outside of the box 

(Continued on page 3) 
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and I think weôve done exactly that.  We continued to teach on a variety of different platforms, held virtual 
happy hours and bingo parties and still carried out civic events.  One important thing that we realized is that 
there is strength in numbers, with several of our Clubs joining efforts to teach and socialize.  Now that 
things are getting slowly back to normal, I would suggest that we continue this.  Make sure to share what 
youôre doing, whether itôs education or fun.  Post your events on the District website so everyone can partic-
ipate.  Together weôre stronger! 
 
P/C Payneôs theme was ñOn Course for the Future.ò  I think weôre well on our way and now itôs time to 
ñReach for the Stars.ò   Iôm looking forward to a wonderful rewarding year and thanks to all for your support. 
 
Stephanie 
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DISTRICT 5 SUMMER CRUISE---2022 

TO ALL CRUISERS: District 5 has not had a cruise for a couple of years due to COVID 19, so it is past 

time for us to get together on the water: 

This is what the cruising committee has planned: 
 

 
 

 
The committee has not made any arrangements with the marinas but would like to have an idea of how 
many boats will be going. Please, let me know as soon as possible if you plan to go on the cruise. If 
members are interested, we may be able to get tickets to the Orioles game. They are playing the Yan-
kees so tickets may be hard to get but we can try. 

 
Send an email to rb3513@comcast.net 
 

V/C Ralph Bernard, AP 

 
 

2022 Summer Cruise  
Registration  

 
Name:                                            _______________________________________ 
 
Boat Name:                                    _______________________________________ 
 
Home Port                                      _______________________________________ 
 
              Length                              _______________________________________ 
              Beam                                _______________________________________ 
              Power / Sail       _______________________________________ 

 

но Wǳƭȅ нлнн 

нп Wǳƭȅ нлнн 

!ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ aŀǊƛƴŀτ.ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ 

!ƴŎƘƻǊŀƎŜ aŀǊƛƴŀτ.ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜ 

пмлΦрннΦтллл 
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нс Wǳƭȅ нлнн !ƴƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ --- /ƛǘȅ 5ƻŎƪ   

нт Wǳƭȅ нлнн .ŀȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜ aŀǊƛƴŀτ{ǘŜǾŜƴǎǾƛƭƭŜ пмлΦспоΦомсн 

ну Wǳƭȅ нлнн wƻŎƪ Iŀƭƭ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎτwƻŎƪ Iŀƭƭ пмлΦсофΦнннп 

нф Wǳƭȅ нлнн wƻŎƪ Iŀƭƭ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ---wƻŎƪ Iŀƭƭ   
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Spring Conference Wrap Up 
After a two-year absence, the annual Spring Conference returned 31 March to 3 April to the Princess Roy-
ale Hotel in Ocean City.  After two years of Covid restrictions the conference brought back a sense of nor-
malcy.  We had all the traditional events;  Hospitality Rooms, Officer Training, Member Luncheon,  Com-
manderôs Reception, Change of Watch and Banquet, and of course the Raffle and 50/50. 
 
The team that put together the Conference included members from Dundalk, Annapolis, Cambridge, and 
Kent Narrows who was the ñHost Squadron,ò along with help from the D/5 Bridge and the old and new 
Commanderôs Aides. 
 
The Conference was slightly smaller than in past years probably due to restarting an event after a two-year 
layoff.  But the enthusiasm and spirit of the participants was unmatched, and everyone agreed it was good 
to see old friends in person again. 
 
Five Squadrons featured Hospitality Rooms on Friday evening that were visited by a quite large crowd of 
enthusiastic attendees.  Many thanks to Lt/C Jeanne Galvin from Dundalk for coordinating the Hospitality 
Rooms with the Squadrons and the Hotel. 
 
The Raffle and 50/50 were located in the Exhibit Hall during Friday and Saturday in what seemed like one 
of the largest gatherings of donated items in recent years.  Thanks to all who donated the items and thanks 
to P/Lt/C Georgiana Maszczenski and her team from Annapolis for organizing and executing the raffle and 
50/50.  
 
Officer Training and the various Departmental Showcase and working sessions and the Council and     
Conference meetings were held Saturday in the Exhibit Hall and the smaller breakout rooms.  During the 
Conference meeting Saturday afternoon, various awards were presented to individuals and Squadrons and 
the Chief Commanderôs Representative, V/C Ralph Bernard, conducted a town hall meeting.  Thanks to 
Commander John OôReilly for coordinating the Audio/Visual equipment and ensuring it was in place as 
needed in the various rooms to support each session. 
 
The Saturday evening Banquet and Change-of-Watch was the highlight event of the weekend with the 2021 
Bridge being relieved by the 2022 Bridge.  The eveningôs festivities were led by P/D/C Marty Lafferty who 
was the Master of Ceremonies and officiated by V/C Ralph Bernard.  Since the last two Changes-of-Watch 
were held virtually, P/D/C Lafferty spent some time recognizing not only the accomplishments of the 2021 
Commander, Michael Payne, but also the accomplishments of the previous two Commanders, P/D/C Jeff 
Short for 2020 and P/D/C Walter Neese for 2019.  The hotel staff did an excellent job preparing and serving 
the meals.  And a special thanks to  P/Lt/C Georgiana Maszczenski and her team from Annapolis for de-
signing and putting together the table centerpieces. 
 
And the last event, the traditional reception for the new Bridge, was held Sunday morning in the new Com-
manderôs suite. 
 
Hope to see you all again next year. 
 
P/C John Locke, SN-ACN 
Kent Narrows Sail and Power Squadron 
Americaôs Boating Club Kent Narrows 
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Snyder Award (for the best newsletter in District 5) 
 
1st         Americaôs Boating Club Lehigh Valley  Delhighlights 
2nd        Americaós Boating Club of Annapolis   Anchor Watch 
3rd         Americaôs Boating Club Valley Forge   The Pilot 
 

National 2021 Communications Awards for Newsletters in recognition of Distinctive 
Performance for USPS Publications. 

 
ABClub of Annapolis ï Anchor Watch  ABClub Northern Virginia ï of TARS & TERNS 
ABClub Delaware Valley - The Barometer ABClub Patapsco River ï The Bilgewater 
ABClub Lehigh Valley ï DELHIGHLIGHTS ABClub Smith Mountain Lake ï The Signal 
ABClub Kent Narrows ï TIDELINES  ABClub Coastal Virginia  - Cape Henry Flashes 
ABClub Valley Forge  ï The Pilot   ABClub Wilmington ï THE LUBBERôS LINE 
ABClub Nansemond River ï Nansemond Light ABClub Mid-Atlantic  ï Mark 5 
ABClub Northern Neck ï The Lighthouse 
 

 
National 2021 Communications Awards for websites in recognition of Distinctive 

Performance for USPS websites. 
 
ABClub Absecon Island    ABClub Northern Neck  
ABClub of Annapolis     ABClub Northern Virginia  
ABClub Cambridge Maryland    ABClub Southern Maryland 
ABClub Colonial Virginia    ABClub Richmond 
ABClub Delaware Valley    ABClub Rockville  
ABClub Lehigh Valley    ABClub Smith Mountain Lake  
ABClub Dundalk     ABClub of Central Pennsylvania 
ABClub Kent Narrows     ABClub Coastal Virginia 
ABClub Nansemond River    ABClub Wilmington  
ABClub Nanticoke River     ABClub South Central Pennsylvania 
ABClub Mid-Atlantic (District 5) 
 

Life Members 
     
Gary William Budesheim, SN   ABClub of Annapolis  
Jean P. Durgin, AP     ABClub Northern Virginia  
Thomas Patrick Farrer, AP-IN   ABClub Southern Maryland 
Louis M. Kates, AP     ABClub Patapsco  
Daniel A. Parker     Potomac River 
Daniel Allen Patke, SN    ABClub Southern Maryland 
Brian Reed, JN     ABClub Rockville 
Thomas Patrick Farrer, AP    ABClub Southern Maryland 
Albert Simkins, JN     ABClub Southern Maryland 
Kathryn Simkins, AP    ABClub Southern Maryland 
Arthur J. Walz, AP     ABClub Mid-Potomac 
Kenneth M. Weaver, SN    ABClub of Central Pennsylvania  

(Continued on page 8) 
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50 Merit Marks (Member Emeritus of Governing Board) 

 
Fred Keiser   ABClub Kent Narrows 
George McComas, Jr. ABClub Cambridge Maryland 
Warren Stevens  ABClub Delaware Valley 
 

Vessel Safety Checks 
 
NATIONAL 4th Place   
Edward P. Furst ABClub of Central Pennsylvania 
 
Millenium Club (1,000 VSCs total) 
Edward P. Furst ABClub of Central Pennsylvania 2nd Year 
 
Century Club 
Frank Brown, 8th Year 
William Eldridge, 3rd Year 
Edward Furst, 7th Year 
 
3rd place individual:    William Eldridge, ABClub of Annapolis    170 
2nd place individual:   Frank Brown, ABClub Nansemond River   189 
1st place individual:     Edward Furst, ABClub of Central Pennsylvania  343 
 
3rd place Squadron:   ABClub of Annapolis      296 
2nd place Squadron:  ABClub Nansemond River      307 
1st place Squadron:   ABClub of Central Pennsylvania     380 
 

Squadron Growth 
Six squadrons in District 5 achieved positive net membership growth in the 2021 year. 
1st Place Membership Growth:  Ocean City 
 
Award for the 2nd Place Squadron in Division 2 
Ocean City 22.7% 
Award for 3rd Place Squadron in Division 2 
ABClub Dundalk 17.2% 
 
Award for 3rd Place in Division 3 
ABClub Smith Mountain Lake  12.5% 
 

Civic Service 
Boat US Distinguished Civic Service Award 
Honorable Mention: ABClub Coastal Virginia 

(Continued from page 7) 
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