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2017 District 5 Spring Conference 
 
Could it be Smith Mountain Lake Sail & Power Squadron is 
thinking Spring?  Yes, indeed!  Winter will be behind us 
and Spring will be arriving with D/5 Officer Training and 
Spring Conference March 30 ï April 2 in Ocean City, MD. 
 
Renew friendships Thursday evening out and about the 
Princess Royale Hotel.  On Friday, attend an Officer Train-
ing class or two offered throughout the day.  These classes 
are open to anyone who is interested in learning about the 
duties and tools of the ñtrade.ò  Take time to check out the 
vendor area and browse the raffle table on Friday and Sat-
urday.  How should the day be capped off?  Hospitality 
Suites, of course!  Enjoy exploring the suites, having some 
treats and renewing friendships in the Pool Atrium.   
 
On Saturday, regular business will be happening including 
the General Session in the Exhibit Hall enhanced with new-
ly installed sound equipment.  Join us for lunch where you 
can build your perfect sandwich at an amazing sandwich 
buffet with all the trimmings.    
 
The Commanderôs Reception followed by the Awards Ban-
quet and Change of Watch cap off the day.  Before head-
ing for home on Sunday, please welcome our new D/5 
Commander at the New Commanderôs Breakfast.   
 
Now is the time to mark your calendars and make plans to 
join us for an outstanding Spring Conference!  See you 
there! 
 
David Eberle, SN 
Commander, Smith Mountain Lake Sail & Power Squadron 
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2016- 2017 District 5 Bridge   
 

Commanderõs Message 
 

Cdr Randolph W. Stow, AP 

As winter sets in we have our boatersô transition period.  Our vessels 

are largely secured for the winter.  Weôve considered how to protect 

against freezing weather and how to prepare for recommissioning in 

the spring.  Now we just wait. 

 

Well, thatôs not necessarily true.  We are people with more than boats 

and boating in our lives (I canôt believe I just said that!).  As members 

of a volunteer organization, I know we have an abundance of other 

responsibilities that we balance all year.  We budget our time between 

work, family, civic involvement, recreation and many other activities.  

You might ask how I know this.  Itôs because you are boaters and 

boaters do things.  We are active and we get involved. 

 

Getting involved?  Yes, that does bring me back to the United States 

Power Squadrons.  I hope you have chosen to take committee or 

bridge positions in your squadron and/or the district.  Not only are you 

critical to the success of our organization, but active participation ab-

solutely increases our personal enjoyment. 

 

Officer training will be one of the offerings at the District 5 Spring Con-

ference in Ocean City.  If you are holding a bridge position for 2017 

please plan to participate in these sessions.  Even if itôs a position you 

have previously held, thereôs always something new to learn plus your 

experience will be a valuable addition to the discussions.  If you do 

not hold a bridge office, these training sessions are open to all; there 

is no secret handshake.  If you have interest in an officerôs area and 

the associated committees, please join us. 

 

Again I want to thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve you 

as the District 5 Commander.  It has been an exciting adventure and 

rewarding in so many ways.  The best part has been getting to know 

so many of you, our members.  I am looking forward to seeing each of 

you at the District 5 Spring Conference at the end of March. 

 

Bravo Zulu, 

Commander  
D/C Randolph W. Stow, AP 
smlstow@gmail.com 
(Smith Mountain Lake) (540) 719-2367  
1746 Mallard Point Road 
Wirtz, VA 21884 
Executive Officer  
D/Lt/C C.M. Kohlenberg, S 
cmkohlenberg@yahoo.com 
(Nanticoke River) (302) 629-0687 
6065 Rivers Edge Lane 
Seaford, DE  19973 
Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C Charles J. Wells, SN 
cjwglb@verizon.net 
(Rockville) (301) 571-4815 
5526 Oakmont Avenue 
Bethesda, MD  20817-3528 
Administrative Officer  
D/Lt/C Bradley D. Humphrey, JN 
brad.humphrey@adp.com 
(Kingsway) (856) 786-1632 
831 Columbia Avenue 
Palmyra, NJ  08065 
Secretary  
D/Lt/C Beth A. Thompson, JN 
beththompson@verizon.net 
(Patapsco River) (301) 498-6653 
14226-11 Jib Street 
Laurel, MD 20707 
Treasurer  
D/Lt/C Rick Marinelli, JN 
rick.marinelli.usps@verizon.net  
(Mid-Potomac) (540) 538-2948 
104 Denise Street 
Stafford, VA  22554 
Asst. Educational Officer  
D/1st/Lt Frank C. Brown, AP 
Frank.brown915@gmail.com 
(Nansemond River)  (757) 279-0812 
900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 
Smithfield, VA  23430 
Asst. Administrative Officer 
D/1st/Lt Walter K. Neese, SN 
walt@walterworkshardware.com 
(Dundalk) (410) 728-7275 
1432 Park Avenue 
Baltimore, MD  21217-4230 
 Asst. Secretary  
D/1st/Lt M. Melvin Shralow, JN 
Melshralow@comcast.net 
(Delaware River) (610) 527-1006 
930 Montgomery Ave., Apt 101 
Bryn Mawr, PA  19010-3037 
Asst. Treasurer  
D/1st/Lt Rich Hughes, JN 
fantastc@comcast.net 
(Annapolis) (410) 224-4155 
11 Carvel Circle 
Edgewater, MD  21037-1004 
 

mailto:rick.marinelli.usps@verizon.net
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This year's Fall Conference had something for every-
one.  We started out with the Casino night on Thursday 
where players got a chance to try their luck at various 
table games.  As with any game of chance, there were 
winners and losers, but the big winner was Lt. Doris 
Brecht, S, of Delaware River, who would win even 
when she tried to lose.  We even had our esteemed 
Past District Commanders and members of the current 
bridge try their luck from the other side of the table as 
guest dealers. Overall, everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves and it set a good mood for the conference.   
 
On Friday we started the regular educational sessions, 
including a new morning session on the Open CPN to 
help people learn how to install this very important soft-
ware.  The afternoon saw many people attending the 
back to back sessions on the Digital Media Library 
(uspsdml.org), presented by P/D/C Marty Lafferty, AP 
and me, and the supporting session on the computer 
animations by P/D/Lt/C Jim Heckman, SN. During 
those sessions, it became clear there was a demand to 
view all of the Digital Media Library videos, so we add-
ed two opportunities to the Saturday schedule for peo-
ple to view them.  Friday evening concluded with a 
viewing of the move "The Finest Hours" about the true 
story of the U.S. Coast Guard rescue of 32 men in 
February 1952. 
 
On Saturday the day started with the Fall Council 
meeting and the introduction of NEO Craig Fraser, SN 
as the National Representative.  The morning's educa-
tional sessions continued as did as the spouse crafts 
activity led by D/Lt Mary H. Palmer, P who created the 
seasonal centerpieces used for the dinner that even-
ing.  During the members' lunch, we had an enthusias-
tic speaker, Julie Brown, from the Maryland Natural 
Resources Police.  She gave us many updated statis-
tics and had a couple of brave volunteers inflate auto-
matic life jackets for the first time.  Saturday afternoon 
allowed for an Education Q&A session with DEO 
Chuck Wells and Craig Fraser and a discussion on 
how to teach distance learning.  Then the socializing 
kicked into high gear with the Commander's reception, 
where members had an opportunity to speak with our 
Portuguese representative, Captain Jose Luis Afonso 
Galrito and his wife, Margarida.  Then came time for 
the banquet awards dinner led by our MC Bill 
McManimen III, SN who navigated the ever-changing 
script with dexterity and humor.  As listed in this news-
letter, many Squadrons achieved outstanding accom-
plishments in education and received the recognition 

they deserved.  Sunday concluded the Fall Confer-
ence and the distribution of many additional 
awards. 
 
In conclusion, we had a beautiful facility, beautiful 
weather, and excellent people to share it.  Congrat-
ulations to all of the award winners for your efforts.   
 
Best Wishes, 
 
D/Lt John W. O'Reilly, JN-IN 

2017 District 5 Educational Award  
Winners 

Prince Henry Award 
 1

st
 Place  Virginia Beach 

 2
nd
 Place  Annapolis 

 3
rd
 Place  Dundalk 

Caravelle Award 
 1

st
 Place  Northern Neck 

 2
nd
 Place  Richmond 

 3
rd
 Place  Virginia Beach 

Henry Sweet Award 
 1

st
 Place  Smith Mountain Lake 

 2
nd
 Place  Virginia Beach 

 3
rd
 Place  Northern Neck 

CT Advanced 
 1

st
 Place  Richmond 

 2
nd
 Place  Northern Neck 

 3
rd
 Place  Cambridge 

CT Electives 
 1

st
 Place  Patapsco River 

 2
nd
 Place Smith Mountain Lake 

 3
rd
 Place Rockville 

 
Special Awards 
 
Ken Smith Seamanship 
 1

st
 Place Cambridge 

 2
nd
 Place  Northern Neck 

 3
rd
 Place Richmond 

Workboat Award 
 1

st
 Place Smith Mountain Lake 

 2
nd
 Place Annapolis 

 3
rd
 Place Rockville 
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Henry E. Sweet Individual Educational 
Award (Senior Navigators) 

 
Kathy Burke, Kent Narrows 
Michael Gauthier, Virginia Beach 
Richard Hughes, Annapolis 
John Nash, Annapolis 

 

District 5 Charles F. Chapman Award 
(Instructors of the Year) 

 
Absecon Island Dave Bernard 
Annapolis  Sam Lyness 
Cambridge  Wayne Rigby 
Colonial  Herb Rambow 
Delhigh  Doug McKenzie 
Delsea  Paul Dondero 
Dundalk  Streett Broadbent 
Kent Narrows Dan Ehrenfeld 
Main Line  James Heckman 
Mid-Potomac  Dave Wilder 
Nansemond River Drex Bradshaw 
Patuxent River Thomas Farrar 
Richmond  James Zeigler 
Rockville  Jeff McKinney 
Virginia Beach Dick Nitschke 
York   Milton Menchey 
 

District 5 Nominee for the  
National Chapman Award 

 
Wayne Rigby, Cambridge 
 

District 5 Special Educational Award 
 
David Brown, Smith Mountain Lake 
Denise Allen, Rockville 
 

 
 
 
 

National Boating Federation Award for 
Excellence 

1
st
 Place  Delsea  

2
nd
 Place Smith Mountain Lake  

 
Teaching Aids 
Overall Show and Computer Aided In-

struction Winner 
Jim Heckman, Main Line  
for his Electronic Time Diagram used in 
the Navigation Course 
 

US Power Squadrons Educational  
Proficiency Awards 

 
Edie Chapman Kent Narrows 
Steven Dalgarno Dundalk 
Larry France  Patapsco River 
Bryce Frey  Annapolis 
Linda Hofberg Rockville 
Edward Kalinowski Wilmington 
Zachary Nelson Virginia Beach 
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