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From the Commander Rich Faga
Greetings frceém the Bridge -
Hope your holiday season, whether with family and friends or just a quiet time alone, was an enjoyable! ‘r‘
As we try to orchestrate events for this year, please let us know if you would like to attend when our \
Administrative Officer, Michele Paré ( michele pare@live.com), communicates that information to our L/

membership.

Our bylaws revision for this year is just about complete. It will be shared with our ExCom for review then sent to all
squadron members for voting on the recommended changes which will guide us in the future. Please be on the lookout
for them soon.

We have plans for several educational opportunities for the public and members. Our Squadron Education Officer (SEO)
has scheduled sever al United States Power Squadron Amer.i
grade course, Junior Navigator (JN), and we had our first seminar with more planned for the year. Let Randy Stow

know at smlistow@gmail.com what your interests are for classes and seminars so we can help you plan for it.

OQur Vessel Safety Check (VSC) chair man, Wheel er Baker, w
place to get their boats, jet skis and paddle craft prepared for the summer. If you are interested in learning more about
this squadron activity, please reach out to Wheeler at  wheelerbaker@gmail.com.

OUR squadron is hosting its Change of Watch on Mar ch 11 at 12: 00PM at Vinnyods
notification about the COW will be sent to all squadron members soon. Help us celebrate our fraternal organizations
52nd COW since we formed our squadron and recognize our current/new bridge officers.

District 05 will be hosting their spring conference from March 30 -2 in Ocean City, MD at the Princess Royal Hotel.
Their Change of Watch (COW) wil/ i nduct a new District Db
AP for her commitment to serve as our district leader this year. Check out the details by clicking on the District 05
words on the lower right side of the www.usps.org site.

The national 2023 ABClub Annual Meeting will be held in Orlando, Florida from February 18 -27. Accommodations will
be at the Rosen Plaza Orlando. Registration can be done online at the  www.usps.org site. Click on the National
meetings block on the left -hand side of the page for more information.

Feel free to contact any bridge or ExCom member and spend a few minutes to see where your talents can be utilized to

help us help you. Our future is dependent on everyone coming together to make us a more productive and fun club for
2023. No matter how you choose to support our squadron, | just want to say THANK YOU!

Thatdos it for now. Please stay safe when on the
Commander - Rich Faga

Between The Bookends By the SEO Randy Stow

Smith Mountain Lake gets fairly quiet over the winter. What a great time to dream of voyages taken and
those yet to come. So settle back, close your eye
back? Great! Now | etds get rolling again.

The Americabds Boating Course offerings are crankinn!
February through July. As you know, this is the course we offer the public where they can earn their

boaterds education card. However, ther-eofneandsriltinornheo
course and treat it as a refresher. ltds rare thalyj
at every class. Thereds no risk, no test and you c _g
joining our squadron. Just | et me know youdre comingé

Wedre also trying something new in our educational offerin
Navigationé (new name for oJunior Navigationod). We wor kin
happen. An on-demand resource is being set -up that will contain lesson presentations and a wide range for additional
references. As a class, wedl/l use the recorded presentaty or
two or three weeks. OHands ono6 exercises wild.l be done with
compl eted this course. This particular approach is new f ond
reach of educational opportunities for us and other squadrons.

As al ways, iif there are classes or seminars youod Ii%%? S €

make it happen.
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Copper Kettle Luncheon 21 January 2023

On Jan 21st, 19 members & guests gathered for a delightful get -together and lunch at the Copper Kettle restaurant in
Moneta. For many of these folks it has been a long, long time since they'd actually met in person. The luncheon is one
of the many varied social events this group enjoys in addition to their main focus of boater education. We are thankful
that this event was so well attended.  Like many volunteer organizations, it is a challenge to keep members involved.

Administrative Officer - Michele Paré

o

]

Vessel Safety Checks
THANKS TO THE VSC TEAM FOR OUR SUCCESSFUL 2022 SEASON

The clear weather we experienced in January reminds us that spring is coming. With the arrival of
spring we think of conducting oVessel Safety Our
forApril20that 7: 00p in the Smith Mountain Associ ati nf er
our VSC Team to discuss inspection requirements/techniques, identify any changes, and review the
schedule for the season.

During February | plan to contact our traditional marinas plus a few new ones to create a schedule

for the season. Pleases feel free to invite other members that are interested in starting the process to
€ become as a vessel inspector. As we get closer to the initial meeting | will post a note to the

\ Squadron inviting members that might be interested in joining the VSC Team.
Wheeler
Spring Conference 30 March - 2 April
Our Spring Conference and Change of Watch will be held at
The Princess Royale in Ocean City, MD from 31 March to 2
Apr 2023. The conference includes important training for the
new Squadron/Club bridge officers coming aboard. All new
officers should take advantage of this as it will give you a good
foundation for leading your groups and understanding what
you are expected to do in your Bridge position, resulting in a
successful year. Friday evening incudes the always popular
hospitality suites. This year the format will be a little different. Due to renovations of the 200 level rooms, the
suites surrounding the atrium are not available. Therefore, all Hospitality Suites will be located on the 3rd floor.
There is a block of ten rooms available. Do not contact the hotel. All reservations for the Hospitality Suites are
being handled by Ginny Parry. The Conference and Hospitality Suite reservation forms are located in this issue
on pages 4 and 5. Additional information in the coming weeks will be available online at www.abc -
midatlantic.org. It is hoped many of our D/5 Squadrons will participate by hosting a suite. Friday and Saturday
features a number of seminars with the Council & Conference meetings. The evening Change of Watch and
Awards banquet is the big event.
Looking forward to seeing many of you there!
Reprinted from Amer i ca6-AtlaBio a-tMark\y | CI u |
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USPS D/5 Reservation Form 30 March - April 2

pistrict 5 RESERVATION FORM
America’s Boating Club — Mid-Atlantic AMERICAS
United States Power Squadrons D/5 Spring BIATING
Conference 30 March — 2 April 2023 cLUB
Princess Royale Hotel, Ocean City, Maryland o h
#/\
MEMBER: Rank Name Grade
ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
SQUADRON POSITION FIRST TIMER?
E-mail PHONE
SPOUSE/OTHER ATTENDEES:
Rank Name Grade First Timer?
Rank Name Grade First Timer?

MENU SELECTIONS

SATURDAY LUNCH:
Maryland Fried Chicken: served with whipped potatoes #_ @%2700=%
Vegetable Lasagna: served with sauteed zucchini and squash #_  @%$2600=%

Selections served with: Garden Salad, Coffee, Tea, Decaf Coffee & Iced Tea

SATURDAY BANQUET ENTREE CHOICES:

Shrimp Scampi: Sauteed shrimp in garlic and butter, served with whipped potatoes #__ @9$39.00=9
and green beans almondine.

Chicken Marsala: Sauteed chicken breast in a mushroom marsala wine sauce #__ @9%4200=§
served with au gratin potatoes and sauteed seasonal vegetables.

. . ) . # @ $34.00=§
Vegetable Stir Fry: Fresh Pea Pods, Onions, Julienned Carrots, Broccoli, Red - —
Pepper and Water Chestnuts in a Teriyaki Sauce With Sherry

Selections Served with: Garden Salad: Fresh Garden Greens and Vegetables,
Sauteed seasonal vegetables, Au Gratin Potatoes, Rolls & Butter, Cookies and
Cream Smith Island Cake, Coffee, Tea, Decaf Coffee, & Iced Tea

Dietary Restrictions:
(Gluten Free Option Available)

Children: Chicken Tender and Fries #__ @9%$18.00 =9

Total Enclosed: $

Make Checks Payable to: Absecon Island Power Squadron

SEND TO: D/1st/Lt Apryl Bernard MEAL RESERVATIONS must
1127 Riverside Dr. be received by 8 March 2023
Mays Landing, NJ 08330 (609-432-7449) (aprylber@msn.com)

Recommended Dress for Banquet: Uniform A with bowtie or suitable civilian attire.
Dress Code for other portions of the Spring Conference will be published separately

MAKE ROOM RESERVATIONS DIRECTLY WITH HOTEL - Call Reservations Dept. at 800-476-9253
Use the Reservation Group Code: United States District 5 and Block Code 23UNITED
The hotel requires a $100 incidentals hold upon check in and it will be released at check out if not used.
Princess Royale Hotel 9100 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, Maryland
Non-Smoking Venue - Handicapped Rooms available on a request basis
Rates: Ocean view/pool view Suite: $129.00 per night Ocean Suite: $169.00 per night
2BR/2BA Oceanfront Condo: $279.00 per night, 3BR: $359.00 per night
(Rates listed do not include taxes)

ALL RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 28 FEBRUARY 2023 TO ENSURE USPS RATES
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2023 Change of Watch 11 March 2023

Save the date!

Ameri cads B o aSmith §oud@dinlake
Change of Watch

Americads B 0 a tSinith g

Mountain Lake wil!/
53ed Change of Watch on March
11, 2023. On this date the Bridge
for the upcoming 2023 -2024 season
will be installed. These are the
members that will set the track for

the Squadron over the next season.
This annual event will be held at
Vinnyos I'tal i ann
Moneta at 12:00 PM.
The induction ceremony will be
followed by a meal ordered off °*° . Vi o
Vi n nnedular menu. We hope to 360 Chestnur < - tnut Creek Drive
see you there to support those who Hardy Vrgin TS V5
labor to make our Squadron the D D
best that it can be. United States Power Squadrons 'd States Power Squadrons
Get ready for spring boating safely
T Ensure your | ife jacket fi té& matoipregd yf.orChyealkr t:
Make sure the | ife jacket i s properly zippeld a
arms above your head while wearing the |ife]l|]a
| apels and gently pulling up. There should |be
jacket should not ride up over your chin or] fa
fits properly
T I'nspect your | ife jJacket. |l nspection shoul d] in
hol ds aR#4 hour&4p inspecting the cylinder (tlher
checking that the cylinder is screwed in tilght
|l i fe jJackets Al wsaymamwedler to the owner
T Restock your first aid kit i f necessary, relpl a
1T Ensure adplowkaededevices have fresh batterie|s.
T Order any gear that needs to be replaced. Nle v e
1T Make sure you have two communications devi cles
and emergency | ocator beacon,.
T Doubclheeck your trailer. Tire pressur e, ' i ghts,
tested and potentially replaced.
T Take a safe boating course to brush up or |IllJear
Get a vessel safetybd6deheeclkdtyotongwre |you
Reprinted from National Safe Boating Council
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Safety on Smith Mountain Lake

Smith Mountain Lake started 2023 on a tragic note with the drowning death of two young men. Everyone

should agree that this was a traumatic and tragic event. It is devastating for the families, friends,

community and responders involved. Continuing efforts have and are being made to make Smith Mountain

Lake a safe place to live, to visit, work and to play. It always comes down to the folks who make use of our

lake. Like very many aircraft accidents, the vast majority of boating accidents come down to boater error.

The very first thing on every boater 6 sUS@BoastGuaddhUsBdal be safet
US Power Squadrons and SeaTow preach is ALWAYS wear a personal floatation device when near the

water. SeaTow goes further in providing loaner PFDs at many boat ramps around the lake. Just think for a

minute if the two young men involved in the accident had been wearing PFDs, although no doubt, they

would be very cold and wet, they would probably be alive today. One thing that has stood out in my mind from very early was
when someone casually said ohow well do you swim when you a

—= these two young men, one who was known as a very strong swimmer, teach us a
very important lesson...

WHEN AROUND THE WATER, WEAR A PFD!

BMIl . ' 4)/ . $)342) #4

Events that National, District 5 and other Squadrons are organizing

Editorial - Dave Paré

U

February 19-26 |ABClub Annual Meeting Rosen Plaza Orlando, FL
March 2-6 |Atlantic City Indoor Boat Show |AC Convention Center Atlantic City, NJ
Mar - Apr | 30-2 |District 5 Spring Conference Princess Royale Ocean City, MD
Aug - Sep | 27-4 |National Fall Governing Board Kansas City, MO

Please be advised that any or all of these dates could be cancelled or changed due to the current health situation.

when | am unconscious?6 As this article is written, we do tmpt
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